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UNITED BTATSS OEPAATMENT OF COMMERCE 
NnianBI Oceanic end AtmcephBr-ic AdminilltrBtian 
NATIONAL ARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

Southeast Regional Office 
263 13th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 

February 20, 2009 F/SER46/RH:jk 
225/389-0508 

Dr. William P. Klein 
Environmental Compliance and Analysis Branch 
New Orleans District 
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers 
Post Office Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 

Dear Dr. Klein: 

NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has received the public notice advertising a 
seoping meeting to be held for the Louisiana CoastaJ Area (LeA), Louisiana; Small Diversion at 
ConventJBlind River project. According to the public notice, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
intends to up..dertake a feasibility study and prepare a supplemental environmental impact 
statement (SElS) to evaluate the impacts and benefits of constructing a small diversion from the 
Mississippi River into the Blind River through a control structure to be installed near Convent, in 
St. James Parish, Louisiana. 

The objective of the river diversion is to introduce fresh water, fine sediments, and nutrients into 
the southeast portion of the Maurepas swamp. Such nutrients and sediment would help offset 
wetland degradation processes currently affecting the bottomland hardwood and cypress swamp 
habitats in the project area. The Corps of Engineers has requested the public and natural 
resource agencies provide recommendations on: 1) the environmental problems and needs that 
should be addressed in the document; 2) the important resources in the project area; and, 3) 
reasonable restoration alternatives to be considered in the feasibility study and SEIS. 

Aqua~ic and wetland habitats in the study area provide foraging and nursery habitat for a few 
economically important estuarine-dependent fishery species that use fresh water habitats in the 
project vicinity. Those species include blue crab, striped mullet and gulf menhaden. NMFS 
recommends the SEIS include a section titled "Fishery Resources" that identify the fisheries 
resources of the study area, including these species, and describe the potential impacts and 
benefits to those resources that could be caused by the proposed river diversion. Potential 
adverse impacts include displacement of fishery species from some areas due to extreme 
turbidity or cold water temperatures. Descriptions also should include the pmential for algal 
blooms in and eutrophication of waterways in the project area depending on the amount and rate 
of nutrient assimilation by wetlands after repeated or long term nutrient loading. Potential 
project benefIts could result from increasing the health of bottomland hardwood and swamp 
habitats supportive of marine fishery resources. 
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We appreciate the opportunity to identify resources that should be evaluated in the SEIS. If you 
have any questions regarding comments and recommendations provid d herein, please contact 
Mr. Richard Hartman of our Louisiana Habitat Conservation Division office at (225) 389-0508, 
ext 203. 

Sincerely, 

.f.::,r Miles M. Croom 
,.-- Assistant Regional Administrator 

Habitat Conservation Division 

c: 
FWS, Lafayette 
EPA, Dallas 
LA DNR, Consistency 
F/SER46, Swafford :.", .'. 
Files 
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